July 31, 1304 


Mr. John Fisher, Editor 
Harper’s Magazine 
49 East SSrfi, St* 

Hew York City, N.Y. 3.0016 

Bear Jack, 


"A Crisis of CesuBlaess in Latin Series" is s shocking, open 
appeal for fascism in Latin America , and .1 em astounded to see it in Harper's. 

Joan Pc? ton Davies write’ 3 smoothly end persuasively shout non- 
existent fact that fcls long history in the field should tell him are un-facts. 

Lis appeal for "order" cones straight from the mouth of tbs late 
Fuearer; "Ordaung muss seinj" It is not the secret my where in history, not 
in our country, not in any of the other successful countries in the West. 


’"Enlightened authoritarian lea”, Ur. Bsviss says, is the "surest, 
least a pa anodic course.” Again he flies into the record of history and, of 
course, uses mutually exclusive terms, Ho vs or did we find Eenhightsned 
mtk^^itsrianisin ,, under Trujillo, any of the long series in Haiti, Heron, 

Hojas Pin&lla, Perea Jitainea, or even his bush-lesgue hero Stroossner, inher- 
it eror of an ancient fascism, who indeed "tos no se- ious peasant problem"- 
the jails and graves are full of those who opposed him end ids infamous 
predieaasors. 

There can he no easy solution cf the pietisms of Latin America. 

But If history ic clear on one point it is this; they dont need their military, 
and they cezrnct afford it, Their economies and democracies ’would he e lot 
stronger if the sea res funds wasted on. the armies ted te en put to constructive 
use. In almost ovary case it is literally true that the very force Mr* Davies 
urges as the solution of the problem is tbs cause of it.The coat of the 
almost totally unneeded military in Latin America has brought n those poor 
lands to the brink of bankruptcy. 


Sincerely yours. 


Harold ’eisbsrg 



